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Graduate College
The mission of the OUHSC Graduate College is to prepare world-class biomedical researchers, educators, and health
care professionals who will identify the bases of human diseases, translate their findings into relevant clinical
applications, and develop solutions to state, national, and global health care problems. The College strives to create a
place where multicultural scholars learn with and from each other by fostering a sense of shared experience and
common purpose.
The Graduate College is part of the OU Health Sciences Center (OUHSC), cornerstone of the Oklahoma Health Center
complex, with more than 25 member organizations ranging from cutting-edge biotechnology companies to government,
education, health care and community support institutions, and the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation, an
internationally recognized private biomedical research center. Research at OUHSC is focused on cancer, diabetes,
immunology/infectious diseases, and neuroscience/vision. The state-of-the-art Biomedical Research Center provides
225,000 square feet of research laboratory and office space.
The College grants Master of Science and Doctor of
Philosophy degrees and is the academic home to
approximately 600 graduate faculty and 550 students enrolled
in 35 nationally and internationally recognized research-based
programs housed in graduate departments in the Colleges of
Allied Health, Dentistry, Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy and
Public Health. Graduate students may participate in research
activities in the adjacent Oklahoma Health Center Research
Park, a biotechnological center for faculty and private
industry. The OU Tulsa campus offers OUHSC Graduate
College courses in nursing, public health, allied health, and
pharmacy.
In the 2011-2012 academic year, graduate students were
involved in research projects totaling more than $35 million in
extramural grants and were contributing authors on over 75
peer reviewed papers. More than 100 graduate students
presented original research findings at national and international scientific meetings. Research funding received from
extramural grants enabled graduate faculty mentors to employ over 260 graduate research assistants pursuing doctoral
degrees. Graduate research assistant salaries are program-specific and vary between $6,000 and $24,000 per year.

Allied Health
ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
A Master of Science degree program with specialization in medical
dosimetry is designed for individuals with a baccalaureate degree
and certification as a radiation therapist. Graduates are prepared to
practice medical dosimetry and contribute to the health care
industry.
The Doctor of Philosophy degree program in Allied Health Sciences
is interdisciplinary and designed to promote knowledge and
informed collaboration among disciplines. Individualized programs
are designed to meet each student's educational goals. The program
culminates in an extended and intensive research experience
supervised by faculty members with strong research activities.
www.ah.ouhsc.edu/ahs/

COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders offers a
thesis or non-thesis track Master of Science degree in speech-language
pathology and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in audiology and speech
language pathology. Professional service programs provide primary
practicum sites for audiologists and speech-language pathologists.
Graduates of both degree programs have found employment in a
variety of settings. The US Department of Labor projects favorable
employment in both speech language pathology and audiology.
www.ah.ouhsc.edu/csd/

NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES
Master of Science
The Department of Nutritional Sciences offers a flexible Master of
Science graduate program; the primary goal is to provide advanced
education, training, and research to students desiring to develop
mastery in a selected area of nutritional science.
www.ah.ouhsc.edu/ns/

Medicine

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
All doctoral students in the six biomedical science departments of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, Cell Biology, Microbiology
and Immunology, Pathology, Physiology, and Neuroscience are
supported as graduate research assistants (GRA). Students receive
an annual stipend of $24,000, tuition waiver, paid university fees,
and medical insurance.
The curriculum of each program emphasizes understanding of
research procedures as well as development of technical and
problem-solving skills. These programs provide an active seminar
series and enable students to meet distinguished visiting speakers,
including Nobel laureates, members of the National Academy of
Sciences, and leaders of biotechnology companies. The research
intensive doctoral programs are designed to prepare students for
successful careers as independent scientists in academic research,
biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries, health and
biomedical science management, in private organizations and
public agencies, and various educational programs.

GRADUATE PROGRAM IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES (GPiBS)
The six biomedical science graduate departments/programs have
created a one-year interdisciplinary program to prepare students
to make informed career choices. Students accepted into GPiBS
spend the first year taking an interdisciplinary, research-based
biomedical curriculum. The program provides students an
opportunity to participate in up to four 8-week laboratory
rotations with more than 65 graduate faculty members. GPiBS
students are appointed as graduate research assistants (GRA) and
receive the same salary and benefits as doctoral students. At the
end of the year, the student chooses a faculty mentor and enters a
specific doctoral degree-granting biomedical science program
retaining GRA status. www.oumedicine.com/gpibs

CELL BIOLOGY
Doctor of Philosophy
The doctoral program prepares individuals for competitive careers.
Students work with faculty members who are engaged in
fundamental biomedical research, use a variety of experimental
approaches in the areas of cancer biology, research and
chemotherapy, cell signaling mechanisms, gene regulation, mitosis,
neurobiology of sensory systems, autonomic and cardiovascular
pharmacology, and retinal biochemistry. To fulfill students’
specialized needs and interests, the department offers advanced
courses taught by faculty whose experience is closely related to the
contents of the coursework. Students also may choose electives
that emphasize anatomical, cancer, genetics or pharmacological
studies. www.oumedicine.com/cellbiology

MICROBIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
Doctor of Philosophy
The doctoral programs are designed to prepare students for careers
in academics and research. Opportunities are tailored to student
needs by an advisory committee. The curriculum is designed to
provide a solid scientific background with courses chosen from
within the department as well as other departments within the
university. Students in
other disciplines may
minor in Medical
Microbiology and
Immunology.
Graduates possess a
sound background in
p a t h o g e n i c
bacteriology,
mycology, virology,
bacterial metabolism, microbial genetics, immunology, and
molecular biology. www.oumedicine.com/mi

BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy

NEUROSCIENCE

Graduate programs are researchbased, include coursework to
enhance education for students who
wish to improve skills, expand
knowledge, and participate in
advanced research opportunities.
Among active research areas are the
molecular basis of genetic, bacterial,
viral, and parasitic diseases, and
bioenergetics and energy metabolism.
Graduate work includes control of
gene expression, DNA replication
and rearrangement, cell migration,
signaling mechanisms, membrane
and structural biology, assembly of macromolecular complexes,
and glycobiology.
www.oumedicine.com/department-of-biochemistry-and-molecularbiology

Graduate programs emphasize an interdisciplinary approach to
understand the structure and function of the normal and diseased
nervous system.
Research spans three areas: molecular
neuroscience, systems neurobiology and functional neuroscience.
Molecular neuroscience involves biochemical investigations at the
cellular and molecular levels and includes neurotransmitter
systems, pharmacology of neurotransmission, interactions of drugs
with receptors, molecular biology of neurological disease, and
mechanisms of signal transduction. Systems neurobiology
encompasses multi-neuronal networks ranging from small
ensembles to complex circuitry underlying neural control of
cardiac, respiratory, endocrine function, and pain. Functional
neuroscience includes the disciplines of neurology, biological
psychology and behavioral neuroscience. Students are exposed to
all three focus areas, providing a strong interdisciplinary foundation
on which to build comprehensive research programs.
www.oumedicine.com/ocns

Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy

PATHOLOGY
Doctor of Philosophy
Pathology is a bridging discipline integrating basic and clinical
research of the molecular, cellular and tissue responses to disease.
Education and training utilize modern molecular, immunologic,
biochemical and genetic tools to uncover the mechanisms of the
disease process. Graduate study in experimental pathology
emphasizes hypothesis-driven research using sound
methodologies and cutting-edge research techniques that lead to
the development of independent investigators.
www.oumedicine.com/pathology

M.D./Ph.D. Program
This is a seven-year combined degree program within the Graduate
College and College of Medicine. This competitive program
accepts up to five highly qualified individuals yearly who are
strongly motivated and committed to advancing medical science
through research and clinical investigation. Students accepted into
the program complete the first two years of medical school, enter a
graduate program to receive a Doctor of Philosophy degree, then
complete the last two years of medical school to qualify for the MD
degree. Students receive paid tuition while in the medical school
component, a full tuition waiver as a graduate student, paid fees, and
a stipend for all years enrolled. mdphd.ouhsc.edu/

PHYSIOLOGY
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The Physiology graduate programs provide comprehensive training
in the integrative sciences. The
tools and techniques of physiology
are incorporated with other
disciplines to conduct research at
the molecular, cellular, organ and
whole-animal levels. The doctoral
program prepares students for
competitive academic careers and
other rewarding positions. The
Master of Science program is
designed to strengthen the
credentials of teachers and health
professionals.
www.oumedicine.com/physiology

GENETIC COUNSELING
Master of Science
The Master of Science in Genetic Counseling is centered in the
Department of Pediatrics of the College of Medicine, involving
collaboration with other departments in the Colleges of Medicine
and Public Health and the Oklahoma Medical Research
Foundation. The objective of the program is to educate Master of
Science students to provide genetic counseling to patients and
families with known or suspected genetic conditions and perform
research in specific areas of genetics.
www.oumedicine.com/pediatrics/department-sections/genetics/
education/ms-in-genetic-counseling

RADIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The programs provide the background for the profession of
Medical Radiation Physics, which applies physics to the medical
specialties of radiation therapy, diagnostic radiology, nuclear
medicine, ultrasound, computed tomography and magnetic
resonance imaging. Potential students are encouraged to
correspond directly with the graduate liaison to obtain descriptive
information.
www.oumedicine.com/department-of-radiological-sciences/
educational-programs/medical-radiological-physics-graduateprogram

Interdisciplinary
CLINICAL TRANSLATIONAL SCIENCE PROGRAM
Master of Science
The Master of Science program was developed to complement the
mission and research strategic plan of the OUHSC and address
regional and national needs for independent clinical and
translational research investigators.
The goal of the
interdisciplinary program is to prepare health care professionals to
become competent in the methodological foundations and conduct
of clinical and translational research. The target audience includes
junior faculty and clinical residents and fellows who are interested
in becoming independent clinical and translational researchers.
Individuals must have professional doctorate degrees in dentistry,
medicine, nursing, pharmacy, physical therapy, or rehabilitation
sciences. www.ouhsc.edu/graduate/CTS_Top.htm

Dentistry
ORTHODONTICS
Master of Science
This 30-month program was established in 1981 to meet the needs for
patient care and research in the field of orthodontics. It prepares
dental graduates to manage the full range of dentofacial discrepancies
that fall within the responsibility of the orthodontist. Current
knowledge and research findings are applied to patient care in all age
groups; a thesis is required. A Master of Science degree with
specialization
in
orthodontics
is
awarded.
dentistry.ouhsc.edu/gradortho/default.html

PERIODONTICS
Master of Science
The accredited three-year Master of Science program develops expert
clinicians and educators and integrates comprehensive clinical
experience and sound basic science knowledge relevant to dentistry.
A thesis-based translational investigative project is required of each
candidate. A certificate is issued by the College of Dentistry to
designate proficiency in periodontics.
dentistry.ouhsc.edu/gradperio.php

Nursing
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The programs offer a Master of Science degrees in administration/
management, clinical nurse specialist (acute care, gerontology, parent
-child and psychiatric/mental health), nurse educator, and nurse
practitioner; a post master’s family nurse practitioner certificate is
awarded. The master’s curriculum is composed of 12 hours of core
and clinical science courses,
functional pathway courses
and a capstone experience.
Total credit hours required
vary according to track;
significant portions of the
curriculum are offered via
distance education.
The doctoral program at the
Health Sciences Center in
Oklahoma City is designed
to prepare nurse scholars to
advance the science, art, and
practice of the discipline.
Preparation promotes knowledge
development, organization, application of theory and evidence-based
practice. The program prepares nurses for multiple roles, including
research, education, and administration, clinician, and health care
policy. nursing.ouhsc.edu/Academic_Programs/index.htm

Pharmacy
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
PharmD/MS Program
The Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences offers graduate degree
programs leading to Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy
degrees. Programs are designed to prepare scientists, educators, and
practitioners for careers in pharmaceutical education, research,
industry, and areas of specialized pharmacy practice. Full-time
students in the doctoral program receive competitive stipends,
tuition waivers, and health insurance. Students may specialize in
various areas of basic or clinical research, such as medicinal
chemistry, nuclear pharmacy, pharmaceutics, pharmacology,
toxicology, or the social and administrative sciences. Research
emphasis includes infectious diseases, immunopharmacology and
inflammation, pharmacoeconomics, and PET imaging. A dual
degree option, Doctor of Pharmacy/Master of Science is offered for
students who have completed at least one year in the professional
program. Students
accepted into the
dual
degree
program
work
simultaneously on
their professional
and
graduate
degrees, and may
choose to specialize
in any of the above
areas.
www.pharmacy.ouhsc.edu/pharm_sci/

OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The Department of Occupational and Environmental Health strives
to unite interdisciplinary training and research for persons grounded
in natural, physical, and health sciences. This facilitates
understanding of human responses to the environment and
environmental responses to the activities of humans. Flexible and
diversified graduate study, field training, and basic and applied
research accommodate students from a wide range of academic and
occupational backgrounds. The Doctor of Philosophy degree
requires in-depth study in a specialty within the broad field of
occupational and environmental health. The Master of Science area
of focus is a combined Environmental Health Sciences/Industrial
Hygiene track which is ABET-accredited. Most courses are offered
in the late afternoon and evening for the convenience of practicing
professionals.
www.coph.ouhsc.edu/departments/oeh/default.aspx

Public Health
BIOSTATISTICS AND EPIDEMIOLOGY
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology has two
main objectives: 1) teach the essential concepts of biostatistics
and epidemiology to all students in the health sciences, and 2)
educate masters and doctoral students who are pursuing
specialization in the fields of biostatistics or epidemiology. The
department functions as a single administrative unit including
two distinct disciplines; biostatistics and epidemiology.
Students may work toward a masters or doctoral degree in either
discipline, depending on his/her interests and background. Each
discipline has a different set of required courses; flexibility
allows students to develop strengths and interests through
elective courses.
http://www.coph.ouhsc.edu/departments/bse/default.aspx

HEALTH PROMOTION SCIENCES
Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy
The Department of Health Promotion Sciences prepares public
health professionals for leadership roles in the development,
promotion, and application of social and behavioral science
theory and methods for solving community health problems.
Courses and degree programs are directed toward two groups of
students: those who wish to pursue a graduate degree, and those
who seek supporting knowledge in the field. In addition to the
degree requirements established, departmental requirements may
apply. www.coph.ouhsc.edu/coph/hps/hps.asp

The University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center
Graduate College
P.O. Box 26901
Oklahoma City, OK 73126-0901
Phone (405) 271-2085;
Fax (405) 271-1155
e-mail: grad-college@ouhsc.edu
Application: www.ouhsc.edu/admissions/
applyonline.html

Student Resources

Application and Admission
The Graduate College requires applicants to have earned a
baccalaureate degree or entry-level first professional degree from an
accredited university or college and a 3.0 grade point average (4.0
scale) in the last 60 hours of coursework applied to the degree. The
applicant must be in good standing with the college or university
where enrolled or last attended in order to be considered for
admission in full standing to a degree program. Final admission to a
program is determined by the dean of the Graduate College.
The Graduate Records Exam (GRE) is required by most programs;
contact department for required scores.

Cost of Study
Graduate tuition is set yearly by the State Regents for Higher
Education. The non-resident differential is waived for non-resident
graduate assistants. Students are required to pay designated fees
related to their program of study.
www.ouhsc.edu/financialservices/bursar/default.asp

Salary Support and Funding
Salary is program specific and varies between $6,000 and $24,000
yearly. Students are encouraged to apply for peer-reviewed
independent funding. If successful, they will receive a stipend
supplement of 10 percent of the award up to a maximum of $2,000
per year. Additional awards, loans, scholarships, fellowships, grants,
and stipends are offered through individual colleges and
departments.
www.ouhsc.edu/graduate/Ext_Fellowships_Funding.htm

Financial Aid
Any accepted student who is a U.S. citizen may apply for financial
aid. Entering students should apply for financial aid as early as
possible. For instructions visit the Financial Aid website at:
www.ouhsc.edu/financialservices/

Housing
On-campus housing offers 23 studio units and 64 two-bedroom
townhouses equipped with security systems, gated parking and
Internet access. The common building offers areas for educational
and social events. Housing facilities are available off-campus at
varying rates. Inquiries regarding living accommodations in
Norman should be addressed to the director of University Housing,
Norman campus, (405) 325-2511. village@ou.edu/

The Office of Student Affairs provides support to ensure the
physical, emotional, and mental health of all students while
providing guidance toward a career as a health professional.
Opportunities are extended to individual students, couples, groups,
and student organizations. By working with faculty and students,
priorities are developed for maintaining a campus environment that
promotes the diverse cultural heritage of the student body. The
Student Union serves as a
central site for social and
scholastic interaction, offering
a number of quiet study
rooms and multiple computer
stations with Internet
connection, a
Stillwater
National Bank branch, and
food services.
http://students.ouhsc.edu/

Preparing Future Faculty Program
The OUHSC Preparing Future Faculty Program provides graduate
students and postdoctoral fellows with a two-semester course
sequence focused on teaching. The first course provides didactic
background in instructional methods and the second provides
discipline-specific teaching experiences in university classrooms.
Participants assemble individual teaching portfolios comprised of
teaching philosophy, lesson plans, instructional objectives,
instructional media, self-assessment tools, and structured peer
evaluation tools.
www.ouhsc.edu/graduate/PDF/CourseOverviewFINAL.pdf

Undergraduate Research
Undergraduate students from accredited U.S. colleges and
universities may enroll in coursework for credit or volunteer with an
OUHSC faculty researcher. Detailed information on policies and
procedures for research opportunities for OU Norman and external
institution students can be found on the Graduate College website.
www.ouhsc.edu/graduate

Summer Undergraduate Research
Programs (SURP)
Three 9-week summer programs host more than 70 undergraduate
students from across the country. Programs included are the
Summer Undergraduate Research Experience Program (SURE), the
Native American Center for Health (NARCH), and the IDeA
Network Biomedical Research Student Development Program
(INBRE). Students work
in mentors’ labs, receive
a $3,000 to $5,000
stipend dependent upon
program, housing for
some programs, and three
hours college credit;
tuition is waived.
Enrichment and social
activities are planned
during the nine weeks
for
participants,
concluding with a poster
presentation and luncheon to honor participants.
www.ouhsc.edu/graduate/Summer_Programs.htm.
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